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world that he did not feel hurt in any way and to be the bearer
of his own good wishes to the young widow. Mariannina had told
her fiance that she withheld nothing from him, for he knew the
innocence of her love for the King and that the feelings she had
cherished for him for the past sixteen years were so deeply rooted
in her heart that nothing could lessen or extinguish them. At the
same time she showed him Ludwig's letters, which numbered
nearly i^oo.1

The short visit accordingly passed quietly and without any
difficulties. The Marchesa even begged Ludwig to procure the
Holy Father's permission for the marriage, as Waddington
belonged to the Anglican Church. She knew that she was in ill
repute in Rome and feared to be separated from her future
husband and incarcerated in a convent. The King wrote a personal
letter to the Pope, who replied that the matter was contrary to the
principles of the Catholic Church.2 Mariannina in consequence
got married in England without the permission of the Church of
Rome. When the newly married couple wished to return to the
Papal domains where Mariannina's estates were situated,
permission was refused them. Again Ludwig was called upon to
intervene, and again the Pope refused and begged the King
earnestly not to champion such a cause.3 But Ludwig was
obstinate, and finally it was decided that it would be wiser not to
antagonize this Catholic ruler of South Germany for such a
trivial affair. Rome demanded that Waddington should renounce
his church, made other conditions, and finally the couple
were free to return to Mariannina's home.

On I4th April the King returned to Munich. The Queen
greeted him affectionately as if nothing had happened. In his
capital Ludwig was also received with acclamation. After such a
long absence he was delighted to be home again, to see his beloved
buildings and to indulge in his love of work. In fact everything
pleased him.

In the summer Ludwig went to Briickenau, this time actually
alone. The Queen did not accompany him, and he thanked her for
it in very affectionate letters. In the meantime, the King of
Greece had arrived in Munich to obtain his mother's help in the
selection of a wife. It was not long before he found a suitable
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